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a meme refers to a_unit of culture or communication that
spreads through imitation, often with a humorous or
catchy element
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a meme refers to a unit of culture or communication that

spreads through imitation, often with a humorous or
catchy element

unlike typical forms of communication they transcend |
language barriers allowing the meme to spread outside —
of its inital culture




Meme
Test!

Finish these phrases.
If you don't know, how might they finish?

1.Ah!| could have...

2.1 don't always...

3.Road works ahead ...
4.Keep calm ...

5.1f you could go ahead and...
0.0h my god | love chipotle...




Answers?

1.Ah!| could have...

2.1 don't always...

3.Road works ahead ...
4.Keep calm ...

5.1f you could go ahead and...
0.0h my god | love chipotle... @
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u Answers?

1.Ah!| could have... dropped my croissant
2.1 don't always...

3.Road works ahead ...

4.Keep calm ...

5.1f you could go ahead and...

0.0h my god | love chipotle...
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u Answers?

1.Ah!| could have... dropped my croissant
2.1 don't always... do X but when | do, | do Y
3.Road works ahead ...

4.Keep calm ...
5.1f you could go ahead and...

} 6.0h my god ,| love chipotle...
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. Answers?

1.Ah!| could have... dropped my croissant
2.1 don't always... do X but when | do, | do Y

3.Road works ahead ... | sure hope it does!
4.Keep calm ...

5.1f you could go ahead and...
} 6.0h my god ,| love chipotle...




_ Y 4
. Answers?

1.Ah!| could have... dropped my croissant!
2.1 don't always... do X but when | do, | do Y
3.Road works ahead ... | sure hope it does!
4.Keep calm ... and carry on.

5.1f you could go ahead and...

} 6.0h my god ,| love chipotle...
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1.Ah!| could have... dropped my croissant!

2.1 don't always... do X but when | do, | do Y

3.Road works ahead ... | sure hope it does!

4.Keep calm ... and carry on.

5.1f you could go ahead and... do X that
would be great.

) 6.0h my god ,| love chipotle...




Answers?

1.Ah!| could have... dropped my croissant!
2.1 don't always... do X but when | do, | do Y

3.Road works ahead ... | sure hope it does!

4.Keep calm ... and carry on.
5.1f you could go ahead and... do X that

would be great.

} 6.0h my god ,| love chipotle... chipotle is my

lifel "gg
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Memetic
language

Look at this video of a famous tiktok creator asking
people on the street to complete famous memes.
While watching consider these questions?

e \WWhat do you notice about people who had
difficulty understanding or completing the meme?

e What are the effects of understanding and not
understanding a meme in conversation?

e How could memes be taught to language
learners?
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Understanding memes

Feature 1

they act as a cultural unit of
iInforamation
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Understanding

Feature 3

they dominate online
discourse regardless of
language or culture

Feature 1

they act as a cultural unit of
iInforamation

they pass from an individual

. o CULTURE
or group to others online @CT




Your meme knowledge!

Discuss with the people in your group
1)What ideas / concepts can these
memes communicate?

2) What language could be featured in
the meme?



Text-based memes

consist of text
alone, often in a
specific format or
layout

most
interchangeable
from snowclones
albeit with a little
less flexibility
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Text-based memes

Image macros

consist of text
alone, often in a
specific format or
layout

most
interchangeable
from snowclones
albeit with a little
less flexibility

e the most common
and typical meme
seen online

e consists of an image
with text overlaid on
top.




Text-based memes

Image macros

Reaction memes

consist of text
alone, often in a
specific format or
layout

most
interchangeable
from snowclones
albeit with a little
less flexibility

e the most common
and typical meme
seen online

e consists of an image
with text overlaid on

e consists of two or
more images with
text overlaid on top.

e tend to be screenshots
taken from tv series,
movies, or any other
media
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Empl.te[,{"."g Lo 10 loapn lImited gender agreement
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Text-based memes Image macros Reaction memes Videos / GIFs
e consist of text e the most common e consists of two or * more complex
alone, often in a and typical meme more images with version of the image
specific format or seen online text overlaid on top. macros but with
additional elements
layout e tend to be screenshots .
: : : such as the addition
e most e consists of an image taken from tv series, . n
: : : : of audio and editing
iInterchangeable with text overlaid on movies, or any other

nedia techniques

from snowclones
albeit with a little
less flexibility

e can incorporate

simple verb conjugation

stop telling me limited gender agreement music, audio or

English is easy to learn!  jgg5 complex grammar rules

sound bites
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e can incorporate
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Iimage Macros

e great option for teaching lexical chunks

e introduce complex grammatical
structures

e acts as scaffold for the learner

« opportunity for learners to create [ ‘NSTRUCTC

their own humorous content : \J
YOU'RE GONNA
HAVE A BAD TIME

e easy to make

17



Iimage Macros

IEYOU, I'IIS'I'L(IIIIIHE USING
YOUR REGIONAL DIALECT/AND GRAMMAR

IFYOU GOULD.STOP POSTING MEMES
=ABOUT THE TESLA/TWITTER GUY

- e oy 3 ;__
- -
\ uty N sy

HAVE A BAD TIME

e Work with your group and analyse the language presented in the memes?
e How could it be used in the classroom?
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o often expresses a particular emotion or
feeling that the poster is feeling so great
for lexis related to emotions

 ideal for the production of imperitives,
relative clauses, and present progressive
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